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Russian 311-312
Russian in the Post-Soviet Islamic Rim
Arizona State University
2006-2007
General Information 
ASU Course Listing: RUS 311 (fall, 3 credit hours) RUS 312 (spring, 3 credit hours)
Time: Tu & Th 12:40-1:55
Instructor:  Mr. David Mashuri 
Contact information:
Office Hours:
Prerequisites
Course participants must have completed the equivalent of Russian 202 (Intermediate Russian). Students should already be able to conduct basic conversations about themselves, read fairly straightforward prose with the help of a dictionary and have experience writing short essays.
Objectives
This course will familiarize students with the daily life, Weltanschauung, and popular cultures of the post-Soviet Islamic-rim nations and their neighbors while developing spoken and written discourse skills in Russian. While Russian still functions as the lingua-franca of the region, these nations at the crossroads between East and West, between Europe and China, between Russia and the Muslim world each preserve a unique and rich cultural history and are intensely engaged in a reassessment of their current and future place in the world. As a result, the readings for this course will focus on cross-cultural differences and realities of life in the post-Soviet Islamic rim. 
Readings from the popular press and internet news sites about the nations of the post-Soviet Islamic rim, as well as listening assignments based on news broadcasts and interviews with prominent Russian figures will serve as the models for advanced level discourse. Weekly essay assignments and grammar exercises highlighting problematic areas for non-native speakers of Russian will serve to develop advanced writing skills, while speaking skills will be developed through cooperative learning activities and class discussion.  
Course materials 
Authentic texts will be used from selected internet sites, literary works and other sources. Listening comprehension materials will be delivered on the web. As such, students will need regular access to a computer that will enable them to type in Russian and view the multi-media assignments. The computers in the Language Lab are already configured to do so.
Required Text: Modern Russian: An Advanced Grammar Course, by Derek Offord
Accommodations
Students who think they may need accommodations in this course because of the impact of a disability are encouraged to meet with me privately early in the semester. You should also contact the office of Disability Resources for Students (DRS) in the Matthews Center to verify eligibility for reasonable accommodations. Early contact will help to avoid unnecessary inconvenience and delays. Disability-Q@asu.edu . tel: 480-965-1234 or 480-965-9000 (TYY).
Grading policy 

30%
Attendance & class participation 
10%
Homework & dictionary







10% 
Speaking tests




10% 
Reading tests
10%
Writing tests

10%
Listening tests









10%
Final Project oral presentation & project tasks





10%
Final Project written report


Attendance & class participation: One student will be assigned responsibility for leading the class in a collaborative, task-based activity refreshing the pertinent vocabulary and structures from the reading assigned for discussion. The instructor will outline the expectations for students for this and offer suggestions on task design. It is essential that all students come to class well prepared and participate fully in the discussion. Three or more unexcused absences from any class will result in the lowering of your final grade.
Homework and Dictionary: Weekly grammar homework will be due at the start of class on Thursday, with some time set aside for questions. For this course you will be compiling your own dictionary to keep track of new words and phrases you have acquired from the readings and that you find useful for your writing. 
Speaking tests: At two points over the course of the semester students’ speaking skills will be assessed by the instructor and by the student. Students speaking tests will be recorded, and students will be asked to assess their own performance based on an established set of criteria.
Reading tests: While reading passages will be assigned throughout the semester and will serve as the basis for writing assignments and class discussions. Progress in acquiring reading skills will be assessed at two points over the course of the semester in class. 
Writing assignments: Writing assignments will be assigned every week throughout the semester based on the readings. While these assignments form the basis for class discussions, two longer assignments will be required for assessment purposes over the course of the semester. 
Listening assignments: Listening assignments to be completed outside of class time will be assigned weekly to improve skills beyond the intermediate Russian language curriculum; in class listening comprehension tests will be administered at two points during the semester. 
Final Project, written and oral: Each student is expected to submit a paper and give a formal presentation to the class on a subject related to one of the nations comprising the Post-Soviet Islamic rim. The presentation should include handouts for the audience and may include an audio or visual components. In order to ensure steady progress on this final project, specific tasks are required at regular intervals throughout the semester (see assignment sheet for due dates): 
Fall semester
Readings from www.krugosvet.ru and http://www.narodru.ru/ unless specified otherwise. 
	Week
	Topic
	Assignments (due on the day listed)

	1 Tu
	Introduction, course overview, Learning Strategies

	

	1 Th
	Lab session: introduction to using web resources
	1. Locate/configure computer for regular course work

2. Set computer for listening comprehension materials: http://www.gwu.edu/~slavic/webcast/ 

3. Examine resources on course blackboard site



	2 Tu
	Geography of Transcaucasia, Central Asian states
	1. Read: Geography, climate, view maps and photos

2. Write: Basic paragraph about yourself (family, school, hobbies and interests, career goals)



	2 Th
	Geography 
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 58 (participles)
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	3 Tu
	Peoples of Transcaucasia, Central Asian states
	1. Read: Population trends, ethnicity 

2. Write: Summary (on one country assigned to you)



	3 Th
	Peoples of Transcaucasia,  Central Asian states
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 59 (participles)
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	4 Tu
	History: Transcaucasia 
	1. Read: Historical overview, Transcaucasia

2. Write: Choose 1 event and retell in your own words



	4 Th
	History: Transcaucasia 
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 1, 2
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	5 Tu
	History: Central Asian states
	1. Read: Historical overview, Central Asia

2. Write: Choose 1 event and retell in your own words



	5 Th
	History: Central Asian states
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 3, 4
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	6 Tu
	Government & institutions
	1. Read: Encyclopedic entries on Government

Project task #1 (topic)


	6 Th
	Government & institutions
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 5, 6
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	7 Tu
	Speaking assessment #1
	Writing assessment #1


	7 Th
	Listening assessment #1
	Turn in speaking assessment checklist


	8 Tu
	Reading assessment #1
	1. Read: News articles on current politics

2. Write: Identify and describe core U.S. gov’t. institutions



	8 Th
	Government & institutions
	1. Project task #2 (sources)
2. Grammar: Offord, ch. 7, 8 


	9 Tu
	Domestic life: The family
	1. Read: Family structure, household layout 

2. Write: Describe your own home and family



	9 Th
	Domestic life: The family
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 9,10
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	10 Tu
	Project workshop
	Project task #3 (thesis, points)


	10 Th
	Domestic life: The family
	Read: Marriage; Household management



	11 Tu
	Domestic life: The family
	1. Read: Raising children

2. Write: Describe your ideal future family life



	11 Th
	Domestic life: The family
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 11,12
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	12 Tu
	Project workshop
	Project task #4 (detailed outline)


	12 Th
	Social life: Recreation
	Read: Entertainment, sports, hobbies



	13 Tu
	Social life: Friendships
	1. Read: Notions and expectations about friendship

2. Write: Describe your best friend; explain how you met



	13 Th
	Social life: Friendships
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 13, 14
2. Listen: Simplified Russian news; print responses



	14 Tu
	Social life: Youth culture
	1. Read: Attitudes about western/Russian/local culture

2. Draft version of writing assessment #2



	14 Th
	Thanksgiving Break 
	No class



	15 Tu
	Project presentations
Speaking assessment #2
	 Writing assessment #2


	15 Th
	Project presentations 

Listening assessment #2
	Turn in speaking assessment checklist

	16 Tu
	Project presentations 

Reading assessment #2
	Work on project paper


Spring semester
	Week
	Topic
	Assignments (due on the day listed)

	1 Tu
	Introduction, course overview, Learning Strategies
	

	1 Th
	Lab session: introduction to using web resources
	1. Locate/configure computer for regular course work

2. Request password for RAILS listening comprehension materials: http://imp.lss.wisc.edu/rails/ 

3. Visit course websites, examine navigation tools



	2 Tu
	Education
	1. Read: tales about school and university life

2. Write: describe a typical weekday (detailed)



	2 Th
	Education
	1. Grammar: Verbs of motion 

2. Listen: Interview: Women in Russia, Dr. M.Tendriakova, RGGU and Scholar at the Ethnology and Anthropology Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences


	3 Tu
	Women and Society
	1. Read: O. Brusina, “Zhamuzhem za nerusskim [Married to a non-Russian]”

2. Write: One topic related to gender in the U.S.



	3 Th
	Women and Society
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 30, 31

2. Listen: Tendriakova Interview: Equality



	4 Tu
	Religion and Spirituality
	1. Read: Entries on religion from www.narodru.ru
2. Write: One topic related to religion in the U.S.



	4 Th
	Religion and Spirituality
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 32, 34

2. Listen: Tendriakova Interview: Russian Orthodoxy

	5 Tu
	Religion and Spirituality
	1. Read: From the opinion pages: Contemporary attitudes about spirituality

Project task #1 (topic)


	5 Th
	Religion and Spirituality
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 36, 40
2. Listen: Tendriakova Interview: Nationalities



	6 Tu
	Nationality and Ethnicity
	1. Read: Interviews, internet news: defining nationality

2. Write: How do you define your heritage? How would you describe the phrase “the American people”



	6 Th
	Nationality and Ethnicity
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 52, 53
2. Listen: Interview with politician Irina Khakamada 




	7 Tu
	Speaking assessment #1
	Writing assessment #1


	7 Th
	Listening assessment #1
	Turn in speaking assessment checklist


	8 Tu
	Reading assessment #1
	1. Read: O. Panfilov, “Russkie uxodjat [The Russians are Leaving]”

2. Write: On cultural distinctions in the U.S. 



	8 Th
	Nationality and Ethnicity
	Project task #2 (sources)


	9
	Spring Break 
	No class



	10 Tu
	Project workshop
	Project task #3 (thesis, points)


	10 Th
	Law and Social order
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 54, 55
2. Listening: Khakamada interview: Reforms



	11 Tu
	Law and social order 
	1. Read: Excerpts from press; current debates

2. Write: Prepare your argument for class debate



	11 Th
	Law and social order
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 56, 57
2. Listen: Khakamada interview: Politics & Power



	12 Tu
	Project workshop
	Project task #4 (detailed outline)


	12 Th
	Business and the economy
	Read: On consumer culture



	13 Tu
	Business and the economy
	1. Read: Excerpts from the news: redefining business

2. Write: Prepare your argument for class debate 



	13 Th
	Project presentations
	1. Grammar: Offord, ch. 60, 61
2. Listen: Khakamada interview: The Putin Era



	14 Tu
	Project presentations
	Writing assessment #2


	14 Th
	Project presentations

Speaking assessment #2
	Work on project paper

	15 Tu
	Project presentations

Listening assessment #2
	Turn in speaking assessment checklist

	15 Th
	Project presentations

Reading assessment #2
	Work on project paper



