BCS 495 – BCS for Heritage Speakers
1-4 credit hours
Course Web page: http://www.public.asu.edu/~dsipka/syl3.htm
Instructor: Prof. Danko Sipka

Danko.Sipka@asu.edu
http://www.public.asu.edu/~dsipka
Office hours: LL 647C, M-Th 11:35-12:35
Description:
This course is intended for the participants who have attained at least ILR proficiency level two in an informal setting. Although primarily targeted at those who have acquired BCS as a part of their heritage, speaking it at home, it is still open to all those who have attained proficiency level two on the ILR scale either in a formal or informal setting. The course is listed as BCS 495 in the ASU catalog and offered in each semester. 
The course is conducted in a form of individual supervised work and focused primarily on broadening the vocabulary, introducing finer grammatical points and discourse strategies, as well as elucidating the students about the stylistic strategies of BCS. If you cannot read the text on the opposite side of the screen, you are not a likely candidate for this course.
Courseload and grading:

Courseload varies from one to four credit hours depending on the needs of the students and their declared level of engagement. In a typical case, students who have attained ILR level three proficiency, are requested to read works of fine literature, peruse serious newspapers, watch films and documentaries, study rules of orthography and style, followed by writing critical essays about the material covered. These essays are evaluated by the instructor with special emphasis on stylicstic, grammatical, orthographic errors as well as the interference from the English language. An integral part of the course is a dictation aimed at most common orthographic problems. The students between the ILR level two and ILR level three engage in individual work using selected textbooks of one of the BCS standards for advanced foreign learners.
Students are graded based on the effort with wich they engage in their individual work
