David Mashuri

RUS 412

Lesson Plan

Central Asia: Geography

Objectives

Students will

· research Central Asian geography

· use Russian Tagger to translate an article on travel information

· present country information in Russian
· ask and answer questions about geography of five countries in Central Asia

· determine which country they should visit first

Materials
· map of Central Asia

· computers with Internet access

· encyclopedia and other relevant materials

· photos of the countries (PowerPoint presentation)
Procedures

1. Begin by asking students what countries constitute Central Asia.  Ask students to show the countries and their capital cities on a map.  
2. Students will give short presentation on each country.  Write on the board country names (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan), their capital cities (Astana, Bishkek, Dushanbe, Ashgabat, and Tashkent), population, size, GDP.

3. Ask students what they know about languages, culture, climate, economy, etc. of these countries.  Facilitate discussion among students.

4. Show photos of these countries (PowerPoint or print version).

5. Pose the questions: what country would you like to visit first and why?  Have students agree on one country by taking a vote after discussing their reasons.
Evaluations
Students will be graded on the Russian grading scale 1-5:

5: Students participated actively in class discussions; worked effectively with their group in planning their presentation; and made a compelling and interesting presentation to the class.

4: Students participated in class discussions; worked somewhat effectively with their group in planning their presentation; and made a competent presentation to the class.

3: Students poorly participated in class discussions; did not complete their presentation to the class, but completed their essays.
2: Students did not participate in class discussions; did not complete their essays; and did not complete their presentation to the class.

1: Students did not come to the class.
Vocabulary
Develop vocabulary list for students who did not recognize the words in presentations.  
Fact Sheet for 2005
Source: The World Factbook, http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos 
	Country
	Kazakhstan
	Kyrgyzstan 
	Tajikistan
	Turkmenistan
	Uzbekistan

	Capital
	Astana
	Bishkek
	Dushanbe
	Ashgabat
	Tashkent

	Population
	15,233,244
	5,213,898
	7,320,815
	5,042,920
	27,307,134

	Total Size
	2,717,300 sq km
	198,500 sq km
	143,100 sq km
	488,100 sq km
	447,400 sq km

	GDP Purchasing Power Parity
	$133.2 billion
	$9.033 billion
	$8.826 billion
	$30.02 billion
	$53.01 billion

	GDP Real Growth Rate
	9%
	2%
	8%
	11%
	7.2%

	GDP per Capita
	$8,800
	$1,800
	$1,200
	$6,100
	$2,000

	Unemployment Rate
	7.6%
	18%
	12%
	60%
	0.7% officially, plus another 20% underemployed

	President
	Nursultan NAZARBAYEV
1990
	Kurmanbek BAKIYEV
2005
	Emomali RAHMONOV
1992
	Saparmurat NIYAZOV
1990
	Islom KARIMOV
1990


