Slavic (SLV) 245 – Societies of the New Eastern Europe
Syllabus
Contact with the instructor: Per e-mail at any time at Danko.Sipka@asu.edu, telephonically M-W 4pm-10pm at 480 634 8427, office hours LL 647C T,Th 11:35-12:35.
Prerequisite: None
Content: This course focuses on the societies of the former Eastern Europe as they are becomming more and more integrated into the European Union. A special emphasis is laid upon the interplay of various socio-political and cultural values and their expression in written texts and media production. The current production is analyzed using an array of sociopsychological techniques alongside with linguistic tools, such as discourse analysis.
Workload: You are expected to activelly participate in the class discussions and complete six projects as outlined in the schedule below.
Grading: A+ will be earned if all activities listed under Workload are fully completed. Each two-week period completed in more than 50 and less than 100 percent will reduce the grade for one half of a point (e.g., from A+ to A). Bonus points can be earned during the last two-week period to increase the grade for not more than two points.
Objectives: To get familiarized with the recent social, political, and cultural developments in the countries of the former Eastern Europe using it as an example of cross-cultural differences.
Materials: Course pack will be disseminated on a disk containing scans from the relevant theoretical works, and monographs addressing concrete problems, as well as newspaper and other texts and video clips illustrating the phenomena under discussion. The course will feature Eastern European movies and video-clips subtitled in English.
Schedule:
	Week
	Topic
	Project

	1-2
	Socio-political and cultural changes
	

	3-4
	Democracy, ethnicity, identity
	Analysis of a selected text

	5-6
	Transculturization in Eastern Europe
	

	7-8
	Central Europe
	Review # 1 of a selected movie

	9-10
	South-Eastern Europe
	Discourse analysis

	11-12
	Eastern Europe
	Review # 2 of a selected movie

	13-14
	The new European Union
	Analysis of selected EU legislation

	15-16
	Current Events in the new Eastern Europe
	Political commentary


