Pre-immersion Polish roundtable event in-class and homework activities

Note: These instructions are intended primarily for the students, but they are also disseminated to the native speakers so that they are aware of the level of communication and the range of possible topics. In addition, native speakers are asked not to overcorrect and encouraged to use common words and simple structures as well as to rephrase each time they feel a student exhibits difficulty to understand them.
POL 101:

Review the expressions used to greet, introduce yourself, do the introductory small talk, and in particular to ask questions (What is this? Who is this? What is this like?). Review the basic adjectives so that you can say that something is good, bad, small, big, etc. Last not least, make sure to use the expressions for eliciting repetition or explanation (Come again!, Explain please, etc.)

POL 201

Review the vocabulary related to sprots and free time. Take the initiative, make sure to ask your native-speaker interlocutors about their interests and the manner in which they spend their free time.
Go through the scenarios of possible questions native speakers can ask you (your major, where do you come from, where do you live, your family,  foods and drinks you like, etc.)
Review the devices needed to ask questions about your interlocutors’ private and professonal life. Also, ask them about something in the past (e.g., how they came to the United States) to hear the use of the past tense.

POL 311

Be prepared for a short introduction and small talk. Once that is over, take the initiative. Select several topics of your interest from the stories you read on tv and in newspapers. Be prepared to summarize the story (make sure to use the past tense) and then try to ellicit your interlocutors’ opinion. Revolve around the same topic trying to make your interlocutor tell you similar stories, his/her experiences and opinions.
