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RUS 412

Advanced Russian Conversation and Composition 

Russian in Central Asia pre-immersion in-class and homework activities

1. Family Album
Review the vocabulary related to family relations.  Bring family photos to show and describe your family members.  Prepare to engage in a conversation about your family members, their age, profession, hobbies and your relationship with them.  Ask questions and give answers using as much vocabulary as possible to describe family photos. (Ex.: Is this your mother on the photo?  When was this picture taken?  How old is she now?  Are you close to your mother?  How often do you see her?)
2. Central Asia: Geography

Use internet search engines to find information on countries of Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan.  Find information on travel in these countries.  If texts are in Russian, utilize the Russian Tagger at http://www.asusilc.net/~kuba/cgi-bin/newtepajgu.pl . Make sure to have basic information on geographic location, size, population, capital city (current), climate, economy, politics and culture.  Be prepared in engage in conversation with others, discuss which country you would like to visit first and why.
3. Russian Media

Find an online article on a Central Asian issue in Russian language.  Use the Russian Tagger to translate the article; however, you will be using only Russian to tell the class what you have learned.  Prepare to discuss Russian media in general and your article specifically.  Why did you choose this article?  Was the information balanced or biased? How do you compare Russian media to American?
4. Kazakhstan Petroleum
Research information on oil reserves in Kazakhstan.  After getting some general information, narrow you research to environmental impact, US interest, Russia’s interest, employment, foreign investment, economy, etc. Discuss topics you picked and defend your opinion on whether or not the US should explore and develop oil reserves in Kazakhstan.

5. Food of Central Asia

Find information on traditional dishes of Central Asian countries.  What meats and produce are widely used in Central Asia?  Have you ever tried Central Asian food?  This activity may be done at restaurant Samarqand (7823 N 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ, 85021).
6. Central Asia after Cold War

Be prepared to discuss political state and government structure of Central Asian countries.  Name the presidents and their term in office.  Learn country flags. You may use The World Fact book at http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/kz.html . What has changed since the Cold War ended?  What needs to be changed in your opinion?  
7. Movie Night
Watch a selected movie in Russian language.  Try to understand as much as you can without translation.  Right down words and phrases that you didn’t understand and go over them in class.  Try to use new words and phrases in the movie discussion.  Talk about movies in general, you favorites, recent movies you have seen, foreign films, etc.  

8. Groceries List
Prepare vocabulary to shop for groceries.  Remember that Russian speakers use the metric system.  Prepare an imaginary or actual list of groceries with desired quantity or weight and go to one of the Russian grocery stores in Phoenix.  How much would it cost you to buy everything on the list?  Did you find any unusual products?  How was the service?  Name few Russian sweets you found in the store.
9. Music Night

Prepare vocabulary related to music.  Watch music videos from Central Asia.  Listen to “Dervishi,” a music band from Kazakhstan.  How would you describe their genre?  Would you recommend their music to your friends?  Talk about your music taste using adjectives prepared beforehand.  Do you know any other musicians from Central Asia?
10. Sports Talk
Research most popular sports in Russia and Central Asia and prepare vocabulary related to sports.  Use the Russian Tagger to translate a short article on sports.  How many medals each country got in the recent Olympic Games in Athens in 2004 and Turin in 2006? What sports do you play?  What sports do you watch?  
11. Russian Literature
Choose a short story in Russian language.  Use the Russian Tagger and see which phrases do not make sense.  Discuss the story in class and try to guess the meaning of misinterpreted phrases with other students.  If the phrases are idioms, find their equivalents in English.  

12. Chingiz Aitmatov: Kyrgyz Contemporary Literature

Read a biography of Kyrgyz writer Chingiz Aitmatov and few of his short stories in Russian.  If texts are too difficult to understand, cut and paste them into Russian Tagger to get a translation.  Pick phrases that did not make sense in English and try to guess their meaning in class.  Write a five-paragraph analysis essay on selected story.
